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Meet Laura Foster,
New School Liaison

The Lake VillaDistrict Library is pleased
to announce that Laura Foster has been
promoted to a full-time Youth Services
Librarian position and will take on the newly

created role of
School Liaison. While the entire
department is always at the ready
to help you and your students,
Laura will be your main contact
for arranging Classroom
Connection bags, Assignment
Alerts, class visits, and al of the
other services the library provides
for local educators.

“l1 have long wanted to dedicate a position to the
teachers and their needs,” says Kerry Reed, Head of Youth
“1 believe we have assembled a terrific set of
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services for teachers, but there is always more that can be
done. And, of course, the teachers are the only ones who
can tell us what works for them and what they need. It's
always easier to cultivate a relationship with one person
rather than a whole department, so it’s my hope that school
staff will be more comfortable expressing their opinions to
one library liaison they know is dedicated to them.”

For her part, Laura is enthusiastic about her new role:

“l look forward to working with
area educators, strengthening the
connections between Lake Villa
District Library and the schools, as
well as collaborating on ways to
better serve our students.”

Laura joined the Youth
Services Department as an
Associate in 2006. She received

her Master’'s Degree in Library and Information Science
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

To contact Laura, call 847.356.7711, ext. 242, or email
her at Ifoster@lvdl.org.
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Questions? Comments?
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' Coming sooh: A new websn’ce ...and a new photography contest!
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Take Advantage of Library

Skills Workbooks, Visits

After a successful pilot program last year with the
second grades at Martin and Thompson Schools, the
Youth Services Department is pleased to offer free
Library Smarts! workbooks and in-class instruction to all
schoolsthat the library serves.

In a project originaly
funded by a grant from
Sam'’s Club, we created the
Library Smartsl workbook
to cover a variety of skills
identified as District 41
curriculum goals for the
second grade (e.g.,
alphabetization, dictionary
use, identifying fiction vs.
nonfiction, etc.). Library
Smartsl also covers book
mechanics and finding
materialsin the library.

Furthermore, we have
developed a program of in-
class instruction in which a visiting librarian uses visual
aids and student participation to reinforce the concepts
presented in the workbook.

Under the auspices of the grant, we offered a Library
Smarts! workbook for each second-grade student plus a
teacher’s edition for each second-grade classroom in
Digtrict 41. Following a positive initial experience—and
because we are committed to serving our local educators
and students—we are continuing this program and would
like to offer these materials and in-class instruction for
your students. While
initially conceived for
a second-grade
audience, we can tailor
the program for third-
and potentially fourth-
grade students.

If you and your
fellow teachers are
interested in reviewing
the workbooks, we
provided all District
41 principas with
sample copies of both
the student and teacher
editions last year. If
you are an educator a A sample page fromthe Library

one of the Oth_er Smarts! workbook, student edition.
elementary schools in

the library district, we will be more than happy to provide
you with samples as well. For more information about the
program or to discuss scheduling in-class instruction,
please contact Laura Foster at 847.356.7711, ext. 242, or
at Ifoster@lvdl.org.

Cover of the Library Smarts!
workbook, student edition.

See you at the library!

r " Coming Soon/
The Write Stuft

= Literary Magazine

In January 2007, the Youth Services Department
launched The Write Stuff, a monthly creative writing
workshop for kids in 3rd through 6th grades. Meeting the
third Saturday of every month, we' ve been exploring many
different topics, from journaling to poetry to the elements
of storywriting. The program is led by Elisa Gueffier, a
Youth Services Librarian with more than a decade's
experience as a professional writer.

Based on the enthusiasm we've seen from workshop
participants, we are pleased to announce that we'll soon be
taking submissions for the first edition of The Write Stuff
Literary Magazine. To be published early next year in print
and online, the magazine will feature pieces by workshop
participants as well as a limited number of “at-large”
authors. A print copy of the magazine will be cataloged
and shelved in the Reference Section of the Y outh Services
Department for all to enjoy, and several copies will be
awarded in a drawing. The magazine will be “launched” at
an evening event at the library for authors and families.

Know of any young writers who might be interested in
the workshop or magazine? Direct them to contact the
Youth Services Department, either in person, by phone at
847.356.7711, or online at www.lvdl.org. Here are our
upcoming workshop topics:

A Rose By Any Other Name ...?
Giving names to your characters, places, stories
September 15, 1:00 p.m.

Change Your Point of View
Explore telling stories from different perspectives
October 20, 1:00 p.m.

Find Your (Writing) Voice
Get to know your personality as an author
November 17, 1:00 p.m.




