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New LVDL Web site
offers tools for teachers

The Lake Villa Digtrict Library is proud to ring in
2005 with the launch of a completely redesigned Web site,
www.lvdl.org! You'll find the Youth Services area of the
site has been greatly expanded, offering an improved online
resource for children, caregivers and educators.

And speaking of educators, the new site features a
destination created specifically for you. The Teachers
pages at www.lvdl.org include a collection of online tools
that allow you to submit service requests and recommenda-
tions at any time, day or night, whenever it's convenient.

Here's a brief overview of what you'll find at the new
Teachers area of www.lvdl.org:

Classroom Connection Bag Requests This popular
service allows teachers to request up to 30 Library items on
a subject for use in the classroom. We take requests for
Classroom Connection bags in person, over the phone and
now online using asimple form.

Library Visits Learn al about
bringing your classto the Library ... or
having the Library brought to your
class! We're eager to show your stu-
dents how to best use the resources the
Library hasto offer.

Assignment Support Are you and
other teachers giving a major assign-
ment to several classrooms? By using our Assignment
Alert Form—now offered online—you can make sure your
students have access to the Library materials they need. In
addition, our Reference Staff will be even more prepared to
provide direction and support.

Useful Databases & Web Sites The Library sub-
scribes to many online databases that educators may find
useful, including ERIC, Facts on File: Curriculum Re-
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Welcome, Teachers!
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The Teachers' pages at the new www.lvdl.org offer easy-to-use online
forms and useful information for area educators.

source Center, and Novelist K-8. You can access these
databases through www.lvdl.org using your LVDL card
barcode number. We've also begun a list of useful Web
sites for educators and are taking suggestions for more.

Teacher Connection Newdetter All issues of our
quarterly newsletter are available for download.

Class Displays Want to showcase your students
latest project? The Library has a wonderful display area
that includes two glass cases and a large bulletin board.
Use the online form to reserve display space.

Make a Recommendation Have an idea about how
we can better serve you and your students? Let us know!

In addition to these features, your students will find
www.lvdl.org has easy-to-navigate areas designed to help
them get the most out of the Library, including a Home-
work Help page (with links to our subscription databases),
book reviews and information on our many programs.

We hope you and your students find the new
www.lvdl.org to be useful and informative. We welcome
suggestions and look forward to serving you in 2005!
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"Adult" Conversations

By Kerry Reed, Head of Youth Services

| have heard my girlfriend tell this story a
dozen times, and while | never let on, it gives me
goose bumps. She and her husband were having a
fairly intense discussion while driving with their
5" grade daughter in the back seat. As the miles
passed, it became evident that they were talking
about a book—not the right or wrong of it; not its
possibly controversia ideas; but rather their own
personal reactions and interpretations.

As her parents emotions escalated, Lydia
suddenly caught on and with great surprise cried
from the back seat, “The Giver is a children’s
book?’

You can nearly see the light bulb go on. A
book is a book. They are al equa. In my experi-
ence, however, most adults dismiss or qualify a
story by its intended audience. | admit | find my-
self doing it on occasion. And the kids fed it—the
sense that abook is “less than.”

Two summers ago, the Library joined the na-
tional movement known as “ One Book, One Com-

munity.” Young and old alike read and discussed
Richard Peck’'s A Long Way from Chicago. It
was a huge success and Peck’s visit to the Li-
brary was icing on the cake. We are again trying
to incorporate a “children’s’ title into this sum-
mer’s “One Book” program. Just one title that we
can help let loose the ties of age and reveal itself
asuniversal.

Children need to hear adults discussing
books—their books—based on the titles own
merits. It may seem like a strange idea,
but it validates these books and it vali-
dates the kids. A book worth an adult’s
time and thought must be a book worth
reading. It might, in fact, mean that it's
not a children’s book at al but rather an
adult book—and what kid isn't eager to
see themselves as an adult? So | wonder what
your students would think if they heard ther
teachers debating between classes, neglecting the
bell, a“children’s’ book they recently read ....
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Monssch Sasd voting in Febeuasy

The Youth Services Department has been
proud to partner with local schools in celebration
of the inaugural Monarch Award, established by
the Illinois School Library Media Association to
honor the author and/or illustrator of the book
voted the favorite by K-3 students in the state.

With funding provided by the Friends of the
Lake Villa Didtrict Library, the Youth Services
Department was able to purchase and donate full
sets of this year’'s nominated books to eight area
elementary schools. Working with these schools
media specialists, our staff has been busy visiting
classrooms to share these wonderful titles with
students through storytelling and discussion.

Voting for the 2005 Monarch Award will take
place in February, and the winner will be an-
nounced in March. Students can vote at their
school or at the Library (but not both)—voting at
the Library will take place the week of February
21st. The Youth Services Department will be de-
livering small gifts to participating media centers
for all students who vote at school; those who vote
at the Library will also receive a gift.

See you at the Library!

To celebrate the Monarch Award winner,
we'll host a party at the Library on the evening of
March 24th. All children who vote—either at
school or the Library—are invited to attend.

We'd like to thank all of the school media
specialists, principals, teachers and students who

have helped make this project a success! &

Youth Services Department Head Kerry Reed (left) presents a set
of Monarch Booksto Joan Cuba, Librarian at B.J. Hooper
School, as Principal Pat Planic looks on.




